
Yanka
is twelve years old, and 

has been nicknamed ‘Yanka the 
Bear’ for as long as she can remember, 

as she’s so big and strong. She 
towers above the other children 
in her village, and she’s always 
known that deep down, she feels 

different to everyone else. She’s 
fiercely adventurous, curious and 

kind, and inspires loyalty from the 
growing herd she meets along 

her journey.

Ivan
is a large grey wolf, with 

golden eyes and a missing paw 
whose fur smells like old rain and leaf 

litter. His destiny is indelibly intertwined 
with Yanka’s – whose encounter with him as 
a young child robbed Ivan of his paw, and his 
pack. Though both fearsome to behold, and 
shadowed by the long-spun sorrow of 
being alone, Ivan is one of the most

 courageous members
 of the herd.

Mousetrap
is Yanka and Mamochka’s house 

weasel. He’s sharp-witted, playful 
and plucky – and will always stand up for 

Yanka, however big his opponent! He loves 
sitting on Yanka’s shoulder, but he doesn’t like 
being fussed about, and his fur doesn’t turn 
white in winter like other weasels’, because 

he loves sitting by the 
warmth of the fire, 

curled up asleep… 

Meet the Herd

Yuri
is a young elk, with 

big brown eyes and a silk-
soft snout. Brave in his own, 

kind way, Yuri is incredibly loyal, 
and loves being part of a herd – 
wherever they 

might go. 

Blakiston
is a fish owl, 

the largest 
species of owl in 

the world. Blakiston is 
wise, with a deep, flowing 
voice but he’s also swift and 

excellent at catching cod 
(which makes him a firm 

friend of Mousetrap’s!). 

sophie anderson
T

he G
irl W

ho Speaks B
ear by Sophie A

nderson, illustrated by K
athrin H

onesta ©
 U

sborne Publishing, 2019


